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PLACEMENT TEST 

MARK SCHEME 
 
WRITING – Marks out of 40 
 
0 – 5 Junior Plus 

Little or no answer given. Little understanding of the task.  
 
6 – 10 Primary Plus 
As Junior, but may show a few elements of basic relevant vocabulary in basic sentence 
structure. 
 

11 – 15 Preliminary Plus 
Some understanding of the task, but only very simple attempt to fulfil it, with very limited 
success, basic errors and only basic vocabulary. 
 
16 – 20 Elementary 
The language is simple but it could be said that the task is completed. It may be under length 
but not significantly. There may be significant errors of grammar and spelling. 

 
21 – 25 Pre-Intermediate. 
As Elementary, but may be more adventurous in the attempt. Not short. 
 
26 – 30 Intermediate 
The student completes the task fully with a range of different structures, showing reasonable 

control of spelling and grammar. None of the errors prevent the writing from being 
understood. 
 
31 – 35 Advanced 
The task is completed very well. There is good control of the language, and it is appropriate for 
the purpose. There are no significant errors of grammar or spelling at all. 
 

36 – 40 Proficiency 
The writing is excellent, in organisation, vocabulary and the range of structures used. 
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PLACEMENT TEST 
KEY AND MARK SCHEME 

 
GRAMMAR AND READING 
Teacher: mark each page as it is completed and only allow the student to continue if they have 
the points indicated. 

 
Page 1 
1 b 
2 a 
3 d 
4 b 

5 c 
6 d 
7 c 
8 a 
9 c 
10 b 

6 points or over on this page, 

student should go to page 2. 
 

Page 2 
11 a 
12 c 
13 d 

14 c 
15 b 
16 a 
17 c 
18 d 
19 c 
20 b 

21 c 
22 a 
23 a 
24 d 
25 b 

9 points or over on this page, 

student should go to page 3. 
 

Page 3 
26 c 
27 a 
28 b 
29 c 

30 b 
31 d 
32 c 
33 a 
34 c 
35 d 

36 b 
37 a 
38 b 
39 d 
40 d 

9 points or over on this page, 
student should go to page 4. 
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Page 4 
41 b 
42 d 
43 c 
44 b 
45 a 

46 d 
3 points or over on this page, 
student should go to page 5. 

 
Page 5 
47 c 

48 d 
49 b 
50 a 
51 c 
52 b 
53 a 
54 c 

55 d 
56 b 
57 c 
58 a 
59 d 
60 b 

 
LEVEL INDICATORS 
Grammar and Reading: Totals out of 60: 
 

   0 – 17   Junior Plus/Primary Plus 
   18 – 23   Preliminary Plus 

   24 – 35  Elementary 
   36 – 41  Pre-intermediate 

   42 – 45   Intermediate 
   46 – 52   Advanced 
   52 and above  Proficiency 

 
Combined totals out of 100:  
Proficiency 88 – 100 

Advanced 77 – 87 
Intermediate 68 – 76 
Pre-Intermediate 57 – 67 
Elementary 40 – 56 
Preliminary Plus 29 – 39 
Primary Plus 9 – 28 

Junior Plus 0 – 8 
 


